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SUBJECT: GOS STATEMENT ON AND MEDIA REACTION TO NOMINATION 
OF AMBASSADOR DAVIS 

1. IN RESPONSE TO "URGENT QUESTION" RAISED MORE THAN MONTH 
AGO BY NATIONAL COUNCILLOR ZIEGLER (FAR LEFT WING OF SOCIALIST 
PARTY) PRESSING FOR REJECTION OF AGREMENT, FEDERAL COUNCIL 
REPLIED ON OCTOBER 30 THAT IT SAW NO GROUNDS FOR WITHHOLDING 
AGREMENT FOR AMBASSADOR DAVIS. FEDERAL COUNCIL'S PUBLISHED 
STATEMENT FOLLOWS (EMBASSY TRANSLATION): 

"EVERY STATE IS BASICALLY FREE TO DETERMINE ITS 
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION IN OTHER COUNTRIES. THE RECEIVING 
STATE FOR ITS PART HAS THE RIGHT TO DENY AGREMENT FOR AN 
AMBASSADOR WITHOUT PROVIDING ANY REASONS. HOWEVER, ACCORDING 
TO GENERAL INTERNATIONAL LEGAL PRACTICE. THIS IS A GRAVE 
MEASURE WHICH IS TAKEN ONLY RARELY. AMBASSADOR DAVIS' ROLE 
DURING HIS TOUR OF DUTY IN CHILE WAS THOROUGHLY INVESTIGATED 
BY THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE IN 
CONNECTION WITH HIS NOMINATION IN FEBRUARY OF THIS 
YEAR AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS. THIS INVESTIGATION PRODUCED NO PROOF OF THE 
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ALLEGATIONS THAT HAD BEEN RAISED AGAINST HIM. SO THAT 
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THE SENATE CONSENTED TO HIS APPOINTMENT. IT IS ALSO 
NOT TRUE THAT THE SENATE COMMITTEE PRESIDED OVER BY 
SENATOR CHURCH HAD SHOWN AMBASSADOR DAVIS TO HAVE BEEN 
A CIA AGENT. AMBASSADOR DAVIS' CONDUCT AS ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS AND HIS RESIGNATION 
FROM THAT POSITION HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH RELATIONS BETWEEN 
SWITZERLAND AND THE US. IN VIEW OF THIS SITUATION AND ON 
THE BASIS OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED BASIC CONSIDERATIONS THE 
FEDERAL COUNCIL DECIDED THAT THERE EXISTED NO BASIS FOR A 
DENIAL OF AGREMENT." 

2. NUMBER OF SWISS PAPERS OCTOBER 30 CARRIED BRIEF REPORTS 
OF AMBASSADOR DAVIS' NOMINATION, RANGING FROM STRAIGHT 
FACTUAL ACCOUNTS TO NEGATIVELY SLANTED REPORTING. PROBABLY 
OWING TO LATENESS NEWS OF NOMINATION WAS RECEIVED IN BERN, 

ONLY TWO PAPERS CARRIED COMMENTS. LATE EVENING TV NEWS 

ON OCTOBER 29 CARRIED DAVIS NOMINATION AS SECOND ITEM, 

NOTING PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED OPPOSITION OF SWISS TRADE UNION 
FEDERATION. 

3. THE NZZ'S REPORT WAS PREDICTABLY FACTUAL; BASEL "NATIONAL 
ZEITUNG" CALLED DAVIS "CONTROVERSIAL' 1 ; ZURICH "TAGESANZEIGER" 
NOTED THAT FEDERAL COUNCIL HAD TAKEN LONGER THAN USUAL 

TO GIVE AGREMENT, MENTIONING IN THIS CONNECTION THE 
AMBASSADOR'S SHORT TOUR AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUE TO 
AFRICAN OPPOSITION. 

4. COMMENTARY IN RELATIVELY CONSERVATIVE "BUND" (BERN) 
EXPRESSED VIEW THAT IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO DENY AGREMENT 
TO AMBASSADORS ON SELECTIVE BASIS SINCE THAT WOULD ONLY 
RESULT IN INCREASED DIFFICULTIES FOR SMALL COUNTRY LIKE 
SWITZERLAND. COMMENTATOR WAS MIFFED BY "QUALITY" OF 
AMBASSADORS USG HAS SENT TO BERN, THOUGH IN THIS RESPECT 
ALSO HE URGED "REALISTIC" APPRAISAL OF IMPORTANCE TO US 

OF COUNTRY LIKE SWITZERLAND. 

5. 24 HEURES’ (LAUSANNE) EDITORIALIZING REPORT FROM ITS 

US CORRESPONDENT POGET RAN TRUE TO FORM IN RECALLING ALL 
OF THE ALLEGATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN LEVIED AGAINST THE 
AMBASSADOR IN THE PAST. IT NOTED OPPOSITION TO HIS 
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ASSUMPTION OF THE AFRICAN BUREAU POST AS A RESULT OF HIS 
ROLE IN CHILE DURING ALLENDE'S FALL. IN A SEPARATE PIECE, 

24 HEURES TAKES ON THE FEDERAL POLITICAL DEPARTMENT FOR 
"SCANDALOUSLY" WITHHOLDING FROM THE PRESS INFORMATION WHY IT 
CONSENTED TO GIVE AGREMENT. 

6. MUCH OF THE PRESS, INCLUDING SWISS ROMANDE (FRENCH LANGUAGE) 
PAPERS, HAVE NOT REPORTED OR COMMENTEDON NOMINATION OF AMBAS- 
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SADOR DAVIS. WE EXPECT FURTHER COVERAGE IN OCTOBER 31 PRESS 
WHICH WILL PROBABLY ALSO CARRY TODAY S STATEMENT FROM 
FEDERAL COUNCIL. 

KEMPE 
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